
Powdery Mildew

description:       
Powdery mildews, caused by numerous species of fungi, create 
a white powdery appearance on landscape plants. 

hosts:       
Landscape plants of various species are susceptible to powdery 
mildew. Commonly affected plants include:
• Rhododendron
• Birch
• Holly
• Lilac
• Dogwood

biology and symptoms:     
In late summer or early fall, powdery mildew appears as a gray 
or white powdery substance on the surface of leaves, stems, 
fruits and flowers. Foliage may eventually discolor and drop 
prematurely if not treated. The fungus overwinters on fallen 
leaves and debris. Spores spread in the spring, infecting plants 
that are experiencing new growth. 

management:
Although powdery mildew is not a serious or difficult to  
manage problem, it can be unsightly. Early recognition is 
best to prevent severe damage. Removing dead and diseased 
leaves and fungicidal treatments can help stop the disease 
from spreading. Prevention through proper spacing when 
planting new plants, giving them enough room in between to 
avoid cross-contamination, can also help keep your landscape 
healthy.

figure a.  close-up, powdery mildew fungi
figure b.  powdery mildew covering the foliage of a    
    norway maple 

TREE DOCTOR TIPS

Trees are important! Consider saving this Tree Doctor Tip for future reference, or please recycle it.

The scientists at The Davey Institute laboratory and research facility support our arborists and technicians in diagnosing and 
prescribing based on the latest arboricultural science. For specific treatment and application details, your arborist may consult  
The Davey Institute’s Plant Health Care Book. 
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