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DESCRIPTION:

Northern tooth fungus grows on living, deciduous trees. The
fungus grows in shelves of fruiting bodies that overlap in
clusters. If broken open, the mushroom is very sappy inside
and has “teeth” that contain reproductive spores. The teeth

are thin, hanging spines that range from .5 to 2cm long. The
mushroom is a creamy white color, that eventually turns yellow
and brown with age. The cap itself can grow to 30cm wide and

2.5-5cm thick.

HOSTS:
This mushroom is parasitic to living trees, and commonly
grows on maples and beech trees.

BIOLOGY AND SYMPTOMS:

Northern tooth fungus is a parasitic fungus that attacks the
heartwood of living trees. This could cause a tree’s structural
stability to be compromised. The fruiting bodies typically
appear in late summer to fall and can grow anywhere on the
tree where a wound was made for entry. The teeth found on
the bottom of the fruiting bodies create a greater surface area,
which allows for ample room for spore production.

MANAGEMENT:

While this mushroom can be visually interesting, it is a
parasite and can cause serious damage to trees. If damage is
severe, trees can become dangerously susceptible to breaking
and falling. Trees at an advanced stage of infection should
be removed. Try to optimize tree health through cultural
practices such as proper fertilization, mulching and pruning
methods. Consult your local arborist if you think your tree
may be infected by this fungus.

FIGURE A. TOP OF Climacodon septentrionalis FRUITING BODY
SHELVES, CLOSE-UP
FIGURE B. CLUSTER OF NORTHERN TOOTH FUNGUS ON DECIDUOUS TREE

The scientists at The Davey Institute laboratory and research facility support our arborists and technicians in diagnosing and

prescribing based on the latest arboricultural science. For specific treatment and application details, your arborist may consult

The Davey Institute’s Plant Health Care Book.
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Trees are important! Consider saving this Tree Doctor Tip for future reference, or please recycle it.
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