
TREE DOCTOR TIPS 

Dogwood Anthracnose

Dogwood Anthracnose 
(Discula destructiva)

description:       
Dogwoods are treasured landscape trees. A destructive 
disease known as anthracnose can tarnish their beauty, 
degrade their health, or even kill the tree. 

hosts:       
Dogwoods under stress from drought, heat stress, winter 
injury or construction damage are most susceptible to 
anthracnose.

biology and symptoms: 
Anthracnose attacks twigs, branches, trunks and leaves of 
dogwoods in cool, wet weather. Tan, blotchy leaf spots are 
early signs of infection. The disease can cause dead leaves 
and twigs that remain attached to the tree. The fungus 
responsible for dogwood anthracnose can spread from the 
leaves into twigs and large branches. If the disease reaches 
the main trunk, it can kill the tree.
 
management:     
Detecting anthracnose early is the best way to control the 
disease. Once identified, prune out diseased twigs and 
branches to prevent further infection and encourage air 
to flow through the tree. Keep your dogwoods healthy 
by improving water retention with mulch and using a 
slow-release fertilizer. Your arborist may recommend 
foliar fungicide treatments to help control dogwood 
anthracnose.

To protect your current dogwoods from anthracnose, 
never transplant wild dogwoods into your landscape. 
Purchase healthy trees from reliable nurseries. Some 
dogwood cultivars show resistance to the disease.

figure a.  leaf blotch symptoms 
(photo credit:  robert l. anderson, usda forest service, bugwood.org)

figure b.  symptoms on flower bracts
(photo credit:  robert l. anderson, usda forest service, bugwood.org) 

figure c.  blotchy leaf spots and dead twigs, signs of infection
(photo credit:  terry s. price, georgia forestry commission, bugwood.org) 

Trees are important! Consider saving this Tree Doctor Tip for future reference, or please recycle it.

The scientists at The Davey Institute laboratory and research facility support our arborists and technicians in diagnosing and 
prescribing based on the latest arboricultural science. For specific treatment and application details, your arborist may consult  
The Davey Institute PHC Handbook. 
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