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Dogwood Anthracnose

(Discula destructiva)

DESCRIPTION:

Dogwoods are treasured landscape trees. A destructive
disease known as anthracnose can tarnish their beauty,
degrade their health, or even kill the tree.

HOSTS:
Dogwoods under stress from drought, heat stress, winter
injury or construction damage are most susceptible to

anthracnose.

BIOLOGY AND SYMPTOMS:

Anthracnose attacks twigs, branches, trunks and leaves of
dogwoods in cool, wet weather. Tan, blotchy leaf spots are
early signs of infection. The disease can cause dead leaves
and twigs that remain attached to the tree. The fungus
responsible for dogwood anthracnose can spread from the
leaves into twigs and large branches. If the disease reaches
the main trunk, it can kill the tree.

MANAGEMENT:

Detecting anthracnose early is the best way to control the
disease. Once identified, prune out diseased twigs and
branches to prevent further infection and encourage air
to flow through the tree. Keep your dogwoods healthy
by improving water retention with mulch and using a
slow-release fertilizer. Your arborist may recommend
foliar fungicide treatments to help control dogwood

anthracnose.

FIGURE A. LEAF BLOTCH SYMPTOMS
To protect your current dogwoods from anthracnose, (PHOTO CREDIT: ROBERT L. ANDERSON, USDA FOREST SERVICE, BUGWOOD.ORG)
never transplant wild dOgWOOdS into your landscape. FIGURE B. SYMPTOMS ON FLOWER BRACTS

PurChaSC healthy trees from reliable nurseries Some (PHOTO CREDIT: ROBERT L. ANDERSON, USDA FOREST SERVICE, BUGWOOD.ORG)

dOgWOOd CultiVarS ShOW reSiStanCC to the diSCaSC. FIGURE C. BLOTCHY LEAF SPOTS AND DEAD TWIGS, SIGNS OF INFECTION
(PHOTO CREDIT: TERRY S. PRICE, GEORGIA FORESTRY COMMISSION, BUGWOOD. ORG)

The scientists at The Davey Institute laboratory and research facility support our arborists and technicians in diagnosing and
prescribing based on the latest arboricultural science. For specific treatment and application details, your arborist may consult
The Davey Institute PHC Handbook.
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