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Gray Snow Mold

Gray Snow Mold
(Typhula incarnata)

description:      
Gray snow mold is a fungal disease that attacks turfgrass 
in areas where there are extended periods of snow cover. It 
is easier to manage if treated in a timely manner but can 
be fatal to turfgrass if left untreated.

hosts:       
Most turfgrass species are susceptible to gray snow mold if 
exposed to long periods of snow cover.

biology and symptoms:     
During winter and early spring, circular, light brown 
patches form in the lawn. A grayish black fungus may 
be apparent along the border of the infected area. The 
disease may prevent new leaf growth in the spring. The 
causes of gray snow mold vary, but can be attributed 
to improper drainage, snow accumulation on unfrozen 
ground, or succulent turfgrass growth in late fall. 

management:      
Gray snow mold can be relatively easy to manage. 
Simply raking the matted areas to remove dead grass 
can allow new leaf growth if done when first symptoms 
are recognized. However, reseeding may be necessary 
if damage is too severe. Fungicide treatments can also 
be effective if applied before a heavy snow cover but 
are not always necessary because turfgrass can easily 
recover from this disease. Consult your local landscape 
professional to see what treatments may be beneficial 
to your property.

figure a.  turf affected by gray snow mold, typhula incarnata

figure b.  turfgrass severely infected with gray snow mold   
  (Photo credit: William M. Brown Jr., Bugwood.org)

Trees are important! Consider saving this Tree Doctor Tip for future reference, or please recycle it.

The scientists at The Davey Institute laboratory and research facility support our arborists and technicians in diagnosing and 
prescribing based on the latest arboricultural science. For specific treatment and application details, your arborist may consult  
The Davey Institute PHC Handbook. 
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