
Biscogniauxia Canker of Oaks   
(Biscogniauxia atropunctata) 

description:
Pronounced bisk-o-nee-ox-e-a, this fungus can be identified by 
the dark-colored, crusty fungus tissue on dead, cankered areas. 
Light colored spore masses are frequently seen on branches and 
stems of severely affected trees. Large pieces of bark may slough 
off, exposing the fungus underneath. Bark may slough off in 
patches but, characteristically, it sloughs off in strips up  
to several meters long. 

Yellowing or wilting of oak leaves may signal the onset of this 
disease, but these symptoms are typical of many stress factors 
and are not necessarily caused by infection from this fungus. 

hosts:    
Willow and water oak trees appear to be most susceptible, 
followed by red oak and occasionally post and live oak. 
Although found throughout North America, this disease is 
primarily a problem in the Southern United States.

biology and symptoms:     
Biscogniauxia spore masses may vary in color from tan to 
bluish-gray to black. These spores, transported by the wind, 
cause new infections on wounded or stressed trees. While 
the fungus is commonly present on healthy trees, when trees 
become stressed it can become an aggressive pathogen.

management:      
Keep trees healthy using proper tree care practices. Prune 
out any branches showing early infection, since this reduces 
the amount of spores. If grade changes or construction are 
anticipated, contact a certified arborist for tree protection 
recommendations. Insect populations should be managed  
to reduce stresses that result from insect feeding.

figure a.  biscogniauxia close-up, red oak
figure b.  fungus tissue on cankered area of bark  
figure c.  biscogniauxia canker advanced, oak
figure d.  biscogniauxia canker, oak
 

TREE DOCTOR TIPS 

Biscogniauxia Canker of Oaks
                                                            (formerly Hypoxylon)

Trees are important! Consider saving this Tree Doctor Tip for future reference, or please recycle it.© t h e dav e y i ns t i t u t e                                                                           t dt 7216
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The scientists at The Davey Institute Research and Diagnostic Laboratories 
support our arborists and technicians in diagnosing and prescribing based on the 
latest arboricultural science. For specific treatment and application details, your
arborist may consult The Davey Institute’s Plant Health Care Treatment Guide.

Scan the QR code to learn 
more about insects and 
diseases that may impact 
your property.


