
TREE DOCTOR TIPS

Peach Leaf Curl

Peach Leaf Curl      
(Taphrina deformans)

description:      
Peach leaf curl is a disease that primarily targets peach 
trees just before or after bud break in the spring. Infected 
tree leaves will turn red, form blisters and wilt.

hosts:       
The 90+ species of peach trees are all vulnerable to peach 
leaf curl. The fungus can also be found on similar fruit 
and flowering trees including nectarine and almond. 

biology and symptoms:     
Cool temperatures and frequent spring showers favor 
the fungus that causes peach leaf curl. The pathogen 
overwinters on tree buds as they open up in spring, 
launching the infection. Tree leaves become puckered, 
or form blister-like spots. Leaves that recently emerged 
with their green spring coloring will turn reddish-yellow 
and eventually fall prematurely. A few weeks after the 
infection runs its course, a new flush of leaves will usually 
appear.

management:      
Peach leaf curl relies on the cool, wet elements of spring 
to survive, so preventing an infection prior to the growing 
season is best. A fungicide treatment is most effective 
in late winter or early spring just before trees sprout. 
However, once symptoms of peach leaf curl have been 
spotted, these treatments may not be as effective. In 
this case, the best course of action would be to improve 
tree strength and vigor to prevent the disease from  
reappearing in coming years. Throughout the year, a 

susceptible tree would benefit from holistic care and 
maintenance. Proper fertilization, watering, mulching and 
pruning will maintain the health of the tree and support 
its natural defense against a peach leaf curl infection. 
Talk to your local arborist if you have questions about the 
maintenance plan best for your plant. 

figure a.  peach leaf curl disease, symptoms
figure b.  reddish-yellow curling on peach tree leaves

Trees are important! Consider saving this Tree Doctor Tip for future reference, or please recycle it.

The scientists at The Davey Institute laboratory and research facility support our arborists and technicians in diagnosing and 
prescribing based on the latest arboricultural science. For specific treatment and application details, your arborist may consult  
The Davey Institute PHC Handbook. 
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