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DESCRIPTION:

Aphids, sometimes called plant lice, are soft-bodied, sucking
insects. They tend to cluster in large colonies on new growth
and come in a variety of species that may be green, black, red,

orange, wooly, spotted or bow-legged.

HOSTS:

Deciduous and evergreen trees

BIOLOGY AND SYMPTOMS:
Early season aphids cause leaf curling and new growth
distortion similar to broadleaf weed herbicide damage. If there

is a large aphid colony, twig dieback and stunting may occur.

Many aphids excrete honeydew—a sugary substances that
collects on lower leaves and objects underneath infested trees,
such as cars, lawn furniture and sidewalks. Honeydew attracts
a fungus called sooty mold. The fungus is not an actual plant
pathogen as it grows only on the honeydew, not the plant.
Sooty mold gives tree leaves and branches a black, sooty
appearance. This fungus doesn’t injure the leaves, but it blocks
sunlight which reduces photosynthesis. Lack of photosynthesis
can cause problems such as premature leaf drop.

MANAGEMENT:
Aphids are controlled through the use of horticultural soap
treatments or other insecticides. Therefore, these treatments

can ultimately stop honeydew and sooty mold from occurring.

Lady beetles and green lacewings are natural predators of
aphids, so it's important to check for their presence and to
make sure an insecticide that is detrimental to them is not

used.

Frequent inspections for aphids on susceptible plants
should be done to reduce plant injury.

FIGURE A. APHIDS, CLOSE-UP

FIGURE B. SOOTY MOLD ON MAGNOLIA

FIGURE C. APHID FEEDING INJURY SHOWING DISTORTED GROWTH

The scientists at The Davey Institute laboratory and research facility support our arborists and technicians in diagnosing and

prescribing based on the latest arboricultural science. For specific treatment and application details, your arborist may consult

The Davey Institute PHC Handbook.
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Trees are important! Consider saving this Tree Doctor Tip for future reference, or please recycle it.
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