DAVEY COMPLETES
HURRICANE MICHAEL
CLEANUP ON SHORT
DEADLINE

TALQUIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Davey crews mobilized quickly to help Talquin Electric clear hazard trees from lines after
Hurricane Michael hit the Florida Panhandle, avoiding additional outages during a time of
recovery.
TH E CHA LL E N G E
When Hurricane Michael made landfall
in the Florida Panhandle October
2018, debris caused a vast amount
of damage to the area. This included
damage to a high number of trees in
the right of way, threatening outages
even after Talquin Electric Cooperative
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completed their emergency power
restoration efforts.
Talquin began seeking a partner who
could mobilize crews quickly and
efficiently to address approximately
4,600 hazard trees and limb hangers
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left after the hurricane. With the
equipment and resources available to
assist, Davey secured the contract for
the special project in December 2018
and began to prepare immediately.
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THE SOL UTIO N
Because the project required special funding, the utility implemented a strict
deadline of April 6 for the hazard tree removals. Davey brought in a number of
crews from different service lines and other utility contracts to ensure the deadline
was met and the work was completed within budget. Between December
2018 and when the project began in January 2019, Davey also trained new
crews, including mandatory safety on-boarding, and arranged logistics and
accommodations.
Around 35 crews began work in January with bucket trucks and chippers to clear
the hazard trees. In order to meet the tight deadline while staying on budget, crews
put in 10 hours per day 6 days a week. The majority of the work was performed on
distribution right-of-ways.

THE R E SULT S
Talquin Electric was pleased with Davey’s efficiency and safety. The utility praised
Davey crews for being professional and helping them ensure the Florida Panhandle
was safe from any additional outages during a difficult time of recovery.
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