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DESCRIPTION:

Apple scab is a foliar leaf disease caused by the fungus
Venturia inaequalis.

HOSTS:

Commonly impacted trees: crabapple, apple, hawthorn,
cotoneaster, mountainash, and pear.

BIOLOGY AND SYMPTOMS:

If infected leaf litter gets wet in spring, spores are released
and may be carried by wind or rain to infect new leaf and
blossom tissue. However, spores can continue to infect
throughout the season as long as temperature and humidity
conditions are favorable.

Symptoms include:

* Olive-green to black velvety spots with indistinct margins on
leaves. Severe cases can lead to yellowing of the leaves and early
defoliation.

* Olive-green to black lesions on the fruit turn brown and
corky over time.

MANAGEMENT:

1. Remove and destroy the fallen leaf litter so that the
fungus cannot overwinter. This may reduce the disease
pressure in the following spring, but will not likely
eliminate the disease.

2. Do not overcrowd plants, and make sure the canopy
has proper air flow. This will decrease the conditions
favorable for disease development.

3. Fungicide applications at 2-week intervals beginning
when new growth is expanding in the spring.

4. Crabapple cultivars that are resistant to apple scab are
widely available.

FIGURE A. HEALTHY BLOOMING CRABAPPLE

FIGURE B. OLIVE-GREEN TO BLACK VELVETY SPOTS WITH INDISTINCT
MARGINS ARE SIGNS OF APPLE SCAB

FIGURE C. YELLOWING OF LEAVES ON CRABAPPLE

The scientists at The Davey Institute laboratory and research facility support our arborists and technicians in diagnosing and
prescribing based on the latest arboricultural science. For specific treatment and application details, your arborist may consult

The Davey Institute PHC Handbook.
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